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CHAPTER 2


ARTICLE 2.100 DEFINITIONS 
When used in this chapter the following words and terms, unless the context indicates a different meaning, shall be interpreted as follows:


(A)
At large shall mean off the premises of the owner and not under control of the owner, or other person authorized by the owner to care for the animal, either by leash, cord, chain, or otherwise.


(B)
Cat shall mean any male or female cat belonging to the felis catus species.


(C)
Dog shall mean either male or female dog belonging to the ganis familaris species.


(D)
Humanely destroy means to cause the death of an animal by a method which rapidly produces unconsciousness and death without visible evidence of pain or distress or utilizes anesthesia produced by an agent which causes painless loss of consciousness and death following such loss of consciousness.



(1)
No person may put to death a dog, cat, or other small animal in the custody of an animal shelter by shooting, except in emergency field conditions, by clubbing, or by administering any of the following substances:




(i)
Unfiltered or uncooled carbon monoxide;




(ii)
Curariform drugs, including curare, succinylcholine, pancuronium, glyceryl fenesin, used alone;




(iii)
Magnesium salts, used alone;




(iv)
Chloral hydrate;




(v)
Nicotine; or




(vi)
Strychnine.


(E)
Animal Health/Control Officer shall mean any qualified person appointed by the mayor and approved by the city commission to receive reports of animal bites, investigate bite reports, insure quarantine of possibly rabid animals, and otherwise carry out provisions of the Texas law pertaining to control and eradication of rabies.


(F)
Owner shall mean any person, firm, or corporation owning, keeping, or harboring any animal.


(G)
Business day shall mean any day that the city hall is open to the general public for the conducting of all city business.


(H)
Stray animal shall mean any animal for which there is no identifiable owner or harborer.


(I)
Vicious animal shall mean any individual animal that has on two (2) previous occasions without provocation attacked or bitten any person or other animal or any individual animal or species of animal which the animal health/control officer has reason to believe has a dangerous disposition likely to be harmful to humans or other animals.


(J)
Vaccination means properly injected with rabies vaccine licensed for use in that species by the United States Department of Agriculture and administered by a legally licensed veterinarian.


(K)
Wild animal shall include all species of animals which commonly exist in a natural, unconfined state and are usually not domesticated.  This shall apply regardless of state or duration of captivity.


ARTICLE 2.200 ENFORCEMENT OF ANIMAL CONTROL REGULATIONS 

The animal health/control officer or any police officer of the city shall have the right to enforce any of the provisions of this chapter.


ARTICLE 2.300 ANIMALS RUNNING AT LARGE
It shall be unlawful for any person owning, keeping, or having in his possession or control any animal, reptile or fowl including a dog or cat, to allow such animal, reptile or fowl to run at large upon the streets, sidewalks, or public grounds of the city or to allow any animal, reptile or fowl to run at large upon or about the residence, lots or lands of any person other than the owner of such animal, reptile, or fowl.  Any animal, reptile or fowl on the streets, sidewalks, or public grounds of the city or on the residence lots or lands of any person other than the owner of the animal, reptile or fowl shall be considered to be at large in violation of this section, except that a dog or cat under the control of a person by means of a chain, rope, cord or leash of not more than ten (10) feet in length and of sufficient strength to control the action of the dog or cat shall not be deemed to be running at large or otherwise is at all times within ten (10) feet of its owner and under his or her direct and complete control.


ARTICLE 2.400 ANIMAL VACCINATIONS
Sec. 2.401:  Vaccination requirement.  

Every owner of a dog or cat shall have their dog or cat vaccinated against rabies by the time it is six (6) months of age and it shall also be vaccinated one (1) year later and every three (3) years thereafter.  Any person moving into the City shall comply with this requirement within ten (10) days after having moved into this City.  If the dog or cat has inflicted a bite on any person or other animal within the last ten (10) days before the vaccination is to be administered, the owner of said dog or cat shall report such fact to their veterinarian who is going to administer such rabies vaccine and such rabies vaccine shall then not be administered until after a ten (10) day observation period.

(Ordinance No. 336 amended July, 2003)

Severability Clause


If any portion of this ordinance is held unconstitutional by a court of competent jurisdiction, the remaining provisions hereof shall nevertheless be valid, the same as if the portion or portions held unconstitutional had not been adopted.

Sec. 2.402:  Administration of Vaccination by Veterinarian and Tagging Requirements.
 Rabies vaccinations shall only be given by a duly licensed and practicing veterinarian and, upon vaccination, the veterinarian shall execute and furnish to the owner of the dog or cat as evidence of such vaccination, a certificate and metal tag.  


(A)
Such certificate shall at least contain the following information:



(1)
Owner's name, address, and telephone number;



(2)
The date of vaccination;



(3)
The type of rabies vaccine used, producer, expiration date, and serial 
number;



(4)
The year and number of rabies tag; and



(5)
A description of the dog or cat.


(B)
Concurrent with the issuance and delivery of the certificate of vaccination, the veterinarian shall also issue a metal tag, serially numbered to correspond with the vaccination certificate number and bearing the year of issuance and the name of the issuing veterinarian and his address.  The owner of such dog or cat shall cause the metal vaccination tag to be attached to a collar to be worn by his dog or cat at all times.


(C)
In the event of loss or destruction of the original tag or certificate, the owner shall obtain a duplicate tag or certificate from the veterinarian.


(D)
It shall be unlawful for any person to willfully take from any animal not his own any collar or metal vaccination tag.


(E)
It shall also be unlawful for any person who owns or harbors a vaccinated dog or cat to fail or refuse to exhibit his copy of the certificate of vaccination upon demand to any person charged with the enforcement of this section.


ARTICLE 2.500 RABIES CONTROL
Sec. 2.501:  Reporting of Suspected Rabies.  

Any person having knowledge of the existence of any animal known to have been, or suspected of being, exposed to rabies or having knowledge of an animal bite or scratch to an individual that the person could reasonably foresee as capable of transmitting rabies must report such knowledge or incident to the police department or animal health/control officer as soon as possible and in no case longer than twenty‑four (24) hours from the time of the incident.

Sec. 2.502:  Authority to Quarantine.  

The animal health/control officer, any police officer or the local health authority shall have the authority to order the quarantine of animals responsible for bite incidents or suspected of having any zoonotic disease considered to be a hazard to human population or other animals.

Sec. 2.503:  Animals Subject to Quarantine for Biting.
  

When a dog or cat which has bitten or scratched a human or attacks another animal has been identified, the owner will be required to place the animal in quarantine as prescribed in subsection E of this section to determine whether such dog or cat has been exposed to rabies.  Any unclaimed animal may be destroyed for rabies diagnosis prior to the end of this observation period after at least three (3) days confinement.

Sec. 2.504:  Disposition of Animals Exposed to Rabies. 

For any animal known to have been, or suspected of being, exposed to rabies, the following rules must apply:


(A)
Animals having a current vaccination must be revaccinated immediately and confined according to the method prescribed by the animal health/control officer for a period of not less than forty‑five (45) days.


(B)
Animals not having a current vaccination should be humanely destroyed.  However, if the owner of such an animal elects, he may, at his expense and in a manner prescribed by the animal health/control officer, confine said animal.  Such animal must be vaccinated immediately following exposure and quarantined for not less than ninety (90) days.  A revaccination shall be done one month prior to release from quarantine.

Sec. 2.505:  Quarantine Procedures for Animals.

(A)
When a dog or cat which has bitten a human has been identified, the owner will be required to produce the animal for ten (10) days confinement at the owner's expense.  Refusal to produce said dog or cat constitutes a violation of this section and each day of such refusal constitutes a separate and individual violation.  The ten (10) day observation period will begin on the day of the bite incident. The animal must be placed in the animal control facilities or a veterinary hospital approved for that purpose by the animal health/control officer. However, the owner of the animal may request permission from the animal health/control officer for home quarantine if the following criteria can be met:



(1)
Secure facilities must be available at the home of the animal's owner and must be approved by the animal health/control officer.



(2)
The animal is currently vaccinated against rabies.



(3)
The animal health/control officer or a licensed veterinarian must observe the animal at least on the first and last days of the quarantine period.  If the animal becomes ill during the observation period, the local health authority must be notified by the person having possession of the animal.  At the end of the observation period the release from quarantine must be accomplished in writing.



(4)
The animal was not in violation of any laws at the time of the bite.



(5)
If the biting animal cannot be maintained in secure quarantine it shall be humanely destroyed and the brain submitted to a TDH certified laboratory for rabies diagnosis.


(B)
No wild or exotic animal will be placed in quarantine.  All wild or exotic animals will be humanely destroyed in such a manner that the brain is not mutilated.  The brain will then be submitted to a laboratory certified for rabies diagnosis in order, to be tested.


ARTICLE 2.600 NUISANCE
It shall be unlawful for any owner to harbor any dog, cat or other pet animal which by any long continued noise, cry or other activity shall disturb the peace, or comfort, sensibilities and/or property of the inhabitants of the neighborhood.  Such disturbance is hereby declared to be a public nuisance and a violation of this chapter.


ARTICLE 2.700 ABANDONING ANIMALS
It is hereby prohibited and shall be unlawful for any person to willfully abandon any animal, or to withhold food or water from any animal such that its health is endangered or it is caused to suffer unduly.


ARTICLE 2.800 GUARD DOGS
It shall be unlawful to place or maintain any dog which has been specifically trained to attack in any area for the protection of persons or property unless the dog is physically confined to a specific area or is under complete and absolute control.  The area of premises in which a guard dog is confined must be conspicuously posted with warning signs bearing letters not less than two (2) inches high.


ARTICLE 2.900 VICIOUS ANIMALS
Sec. 2.901:  Animals Running at Large .  

It shall be unlawful for any person to allow an animal with vicious propensities to run at large or allow such animal off the owner's premises even if said animal is securely leashed and in control of a person of suitable age and discretion to control or restrain the animal. Any such person found in violation of this subsection may be ordered to take such animal permanently from the city.  The animal control officer or any police officer shall be authorized to obtain a search warrant if there is reason to believe that an animal ordered removed from the city for being vicious has not been removed.

Sec. 2.902:  City May Kill Rabid or Dangerous Dogs.  

The animal health/control officer or any policeman of the city shall have the right to shoot or kill any rabid animal or an animal in the streets which shall manifest a disposition to bite or render himself inaccessible to impounding.

Sec. 2.903:  Owner Must Report Dispose of Animal.   


(A)
The owner or person having care, custody or control of a vicious animal must report the disposition and relocation of such animal to the police chief and animal health/control officer in writing, within ten (10) days after the expiration date for removal of such animal from the city.  Each day thereafter such information is not provided shall constitute a separate offense.


(B)
If the owner or person having care, custody or control of a vicious animal fails to remove such animal as provided for in this section, such animal may be impounded and/or destroyed.


ARTICLE 2.1000  REGULATION OF DANGEROUS DOGS*
Sec. 2.1001:  Definitions.  


(A)
"Animal control authority" means a municipal animal control office with authority over the area where the dog is kept.


(B)
"Dangerous dog" means a dog that:



(1)
makes an unprovoked attack on a person that causes bodily injury and occurs in a place other than an enclosure in which the dog was being kept and that was reasonably certain to prevent the dog from leaving the enclosure on its own; or



(2)
commits unprovoked acts in a place other than an enclosure in which the dog was being kept and that was reasonably certain to prevent the dog from leaving the enclosure on its own and those acts cause a person to reasonably believe that the dog will attack and cause bodily injury to that person.


(C)
"Dog" means a domesticated animal that is a member of the canine family.


(D)
"Secure enclosure" means a fenced area or structure that is:



(1)
Locked;

*  State Law reference - Authority of city to regulate the keeping of dangerous dogs, V.T.C.A. Health & Safety Code, ch. 822, subchapter D.


(2)
capable of preventing the entry of the general public, including children;



(3)
capable of preventing the escape or release of a dog;



(4)
clearly marked as containing a dangerous dog; and



(5)
in conformance with the requirements for enclosures established by the local animal control authority.


(E)
"Owner" means a person who owns or has custody or control of the dog.


(F)
"Class  A Misdemeanor"  shall  be the  same  range  of punishment as set out in the Texas Penal Code, V.T.A.S.


(G)
"Class  C Misdemeanor"  shall  be  the  same  range  of punishment as set out in the Texas Penal Code, V.T.A.S.

Sec. 2.1002:  Requirements for Owner of Dangerous Dog.  


(A)
Not later than the 30th day after a person learns that the person is the owner of a dangerous dog, the person shall:



(1)
register the dangerous dog with the animal control authority for the area in which the dog is kept;



(2)
restrain the dangerous dog at all times on a leash in the immediate control of a person or in a secure enclosure; and



(3)
obtain liability insurance coverage or show financial responsibility in an amount of at least $100,000 to cover damages resulting from an attack by the dangerous dog causing bodily injury to a person.


(B)
For purposes of this article, a person learns that the person is the owner of a dangerous dog when:



(1)
the owner knows of an attack described in Sec 2.904B(1);



(2)
the owner is informed by the animal control authority that the dog is a dangerous dog.


(C)
If a person reports an incident described by Sec. 2.904B, the animal control authority may investigate the incident. If, after receiving the sworn statements of any witnesses, the animal control authority determines the dog is a dangerous dog, it shall notify the owner of that fact.


(D)
An owner, not later than the 30th day after the date the owner is notified that a dog owned by the owner is a dangerous dog, may appeal the determination of the animal control authority to a justice or municipal court of competent jurisdiction.  An owner may appeal the decision of the justice or municipal court in the same manner as appeal for other civil cases.

Sec. 2.1003:  Registration.  


(A)
An animal control authority for the area in which the dog is kept shall annually register a dangerous dog if the owner:



(1)
presents proof of:




(a)
liability insurance or financial responsibility, as required by Sec. 2.905A(3)




(b)
current rabies vaccination of the dangerous dog; and




(c)
the secure enclosure in which the dangerous dog will be kept; and



(2)
pays an annual registration fee of $50.00.


(B)
The animal control authority shall provide to the owner registering a dangerous dog a registration tag.  The owner must place the tag on the dog's collar.


(C)
If an owner of a registered dangerous dog sells or moves the dog to a new address, the owner, not later than the 14th day after the date of the sale or move, shall notify the animal control authority for the area in which the new address is located. On presentation by the current owner of the dangerous dog's prior registration tag and payment of a fee of $25.00, the animal control authority shall issue a new registration tag to be placed on the dangerous dog's collar.


(D)
An owner of a registered dangerous dog shall notify the office in which the dangerous dog was registered of any attacks the dangerous dog makes on people.

Sec. 2.1004:  Attack by Dangerous Dog.  


(A)
A person commits an offense if the person is the owner of a dangerous dog and the dog makes an unprovoked attack on another person outside the dog's enclosure and causes bodily injury to the other person.


(B)
An offense  under this  section  is  a  Class  C misdemeanor, unless the attack causes serious bodily injury or death, in which event the offense is a Class A misdemeanor.


(C)
If a person is found guilty of an offense under this section, the court may order the dangerous dog destroyed by a person listed in Sec. 2.904A.


(D)
In addition to criminal prosecution, a person who commits an offense under this section is liable for a civil penalty not to exceed $10,000.00. An attorney having civil jurisdiction in the county or an attorney for a municipality where the offense occurred may file suit in a court of competent jurisdiction to collect the penalty.  Penalties collected under this subsection shall be retained by the county or municipality.

Sec. 2.1005:  Violations.  


(A)
A person who owns or keeps custody or control of a dangerous dog commits an offense if the person fails to comply with Sec. 2.905.


(B)
An offense under this Article is a Class C misdemeanor. 

Sec. 9.1006:  Defense.  


(A)
It is a defense to prosecution under Sec. 2.907 or Sec. 2.908 that the person is a veterinarian, a peace officer, a person employed by a recognized animal shelter,  or a person employed by the state or a political subdivision of the state to deal with stray animals and has temporary ownership, custody, or control of the dog in connection with that position.


(B)
It is a defense to prosecution under Sec. 2.907 or Se. 2.908 that the person is an employee of the institutional division of the Texas Department of Criminal Justice or a law enforcement agency and trains or uses dogs for law enforcement or corrections purposes.


(C)
It is a defense to prosecution under Sec. 2.907 or Sec. 2.908 that the person is a dog trainer or an employee of a guard dog company under the Private Investigators and Private Security Agencies Act (Article 4413(29bb), Vernon's Texas Civil Statutes).

(Ordinance No. 242 of June 7, 1994)


ARTICLE 2.1100 IMPOUNDED ANIMALS
Sec. 2.1101:  Impoundment.  

Animals owned or harbored in violation of this Chapter or any other ordinance of the City of Ganado shall be taken into custody by the city animal health/control officer or other designated official and impounded. Stray animals shall be similarly impounded.

Sec. 2.1102:  Animal Shelter.  

A suitable animal shelter shall be provided for the boarding and caring for any animal impounded under the provisions of this chapter.  Such shelter shall be constructed in accordance with recommendations from the Texas Department of Health.  In lieu of constructing a shelter, the city may contract with any licensed veterinarian to provide this service at a fee mutually agreed upon and having a suitable facility within the county that has been approved by the Texas Department of Health.

Sec. 2.1103:  Removal of Animals From Animal Shelter.  

The impoundment of dogs and cats that have inflicted human bites shall be for a period of ten (10) days for observation and shall not be terminated until consent from the proper officer or agency is secured.  It shall be unlawful for any person to remove any impounded animal from the animal shelter without the consent of the animal/health control officer or other impounding official or agency.

Sec. 2.1104:  Disposition of Impounded Animals.  

As soon as practicable after impoundment, if the owner of the impounded animal is known, immediate notice shall be given to him.  Any impounded animal may be redeemed upon payment of impoundment fee, care and feeding charges, veterinary charges, rabies vaccination charges and such other costs as may be necessary.  If such animal is not redeemed within three (3) business days, it shall be deemed abandoned and may be placed for adoption subject to payment of the license fee, impoundment fee, care and feeding charges, veterinary charges, and such other costs as necessary, or the impoundment officer may humanely euphonize said animal.

(Ordinance No. 188 of June 5, 1990)


(A)
The owner of any vaccinated impounded animal may redeem such dog or cat at any time prior to the sale or destruction by the payment of ten dollars ($10.00) impounding fee and five dollars ($5.00) per day for each day or portion of day such dog or cat shall have been impounded.

(Ordinance No. 344 passed May 11, 2004)


(B)
The owner of any unvaccinated impounded animal may redeem such animal any time prior to disposition or destruction by having such animal duly vaccinated against rabies and the payment of the ten dollar ($10.00) impounding fee and the five dollars ($5.00) per day board fee for each day such animal has been impounded, plus a five dollar ($5.00) cost of license fee and an twenty dollar ($20.00) vaccination fee. If the animal has to be quarantined, a fee of eight

                      dollars ($8.00) per day for each day the animal has to be quarantined.

(Ordinance No. 344 passed May 11, 2004)


(C)
It shall be the duty of the animal health/control officer to keep all unclaimed dogs and cats for a period of three (3) business days.  If, at the expiration of said period of time, such dog or cat has not been redeemed by the owner it shall be destroyed or disposed of as herein provided.


(D)
The animal health/control officer shall be authorized to oversee the adoption of all animals impounded under the terms of this section and not redeemed within three (3) business days.  The animal being adopted shall be required to be spayed or neutered by a licensed veterinarian and said adopted animal shall be redeemed upon payment of impoundment fees, care and feeding charges, veterinary charges, rabies vaccination charges and such other costs as may be necessary.  PROVIDED HOWEVER, if the prior owner of said animal is subsequently located , said prior owner may redeem said animal within sixty (60) days after said adoption from the adoptive owner upon payment to said adoptive owner, double the amount paid by the adoptive owner to adopt said animal.
          (Ordinance 353, passed September 13, 2005)


(E)
It shall be the duty of the animal health/control officer to cause all animals impounded under these regulations and not redeemed or adopted as provided herein, to be destroyed in the most practical humane manner to be determined by the animal health/control officer or sold to a recognized research or teaching institution.


(F)
No person shall interfere with, hinder or molest any health/control officer or other party designated by the animal health/control officer for said purpose, in the performance of any duty delegated hereunder or seek to release any animal taken and held in custody under the provisions of this chapter except as herein provided.

Sec. 2.1105:  Disposition of Impounded Animal Held of Complaint.  

If a complaint has been filed in the municipal court of the City of Ganado against the owner of an impounded animal for violation of this chapter, the animal shall not be released except on the order of the court which may also direct the owner to pay any penalties for violation of this chapter in addition to all impoundment fees.  The court may, upon making a finding that such animal is vicious or that it represents a clear and present danger or nuisance to the citizens or other animals in the community, order said animal to be euthanized in a humane manner.  Surrender of an animal by the owner thereof to the peace officer does not relieve or render the owner immune from the decision of the court, nor to the fees and fines which may result from a violation or violations of this chapter.

Sec. 2.1106:  Disposition of Diseased Animals.  

Any animal taken into custody by the animal health/ control officer except those animals which have inflicted human bites during the preceding ten (10) days and that are visibly affected with any sign of communicable disease other than rabies which are being held at the impounding facility may instead of being impounded be humanely destroyed provided:


(A)
That any animal which has inflicted any human or animal bite during the preceding ten (10) days have its head removed by the animal control officer and submitted to the laboratory for rabies examination.


(B)
Any animal exhibiting symptoms of rabies must be handled in a manner prescribed by the animal health/control officer under this chapter and applicable laws.


ARTICLE 2.1200 PET CARE
The following are established as guidelines for pet and animal care and are not intended to contravene any animal cruelty provisions as contained in the Texas Penal Code.

Sec. 2.1201:  Unlawful to Not Provide for Adequate and Humane Care and Shelter For Animals.  No owner shall fail to provide his animals with sufficient good and wholesome food and water, proper shelter and protection from the weather, veterinary care when needed to prevent suffering, and with humane care and treatment.

Sec. 2.1202:  Abusing Animals or Instigating Animal Fights Prohibited.  No person shall beat, cruelly ill‑treat, torment, overload, overwork, or otherwise abuse an animal; or cause, instigate, or permit any dogfight, cockfight, bullfight, or other combat between animals or between animals and humans.

Sec. 2.1203:  Abandoning Animals Prohibited.  No owner of an animal shall abandon such animal.

Sec. 2.1204:  Vehicle Operators to Stop Upon Striking Animal, Render Assistance, and Then Report Such Incident.  Any person who, as the operator of a motor vehicle, strikes a domestic animal shall stop at once and render such assistance as may be possible and shall immediately report such injury or death to the appropriate local law enforcement agency.


ARTICLE 2.1300 ANIMAL HEALTH/CONTROL OFFICER 

The position of Animal Health/Control Officer of Ganado, Texas, is hereby established.  Such animal health/ control officer and any assistant shall be appointed by the mayor with the consent of the city commission and the compensation of such officers shall be determined from time to time by the city commission.


ARTICLE 2.1400  WILD ANIMALS REGULATIONS 

Sec. 2.1401:  Defined.  Wild animal as used herein shall mean and include any wild mammal, amphibian, reptile, or fowl which is not naturally tame or gentle but is of a wild nature or disposition and which, because of its size, vicious nature, or other characteristics would constitute a danger to human life or property if it is not kept or maintained in a safe manner or in secure quarters.  Such animals shall include but not be limited to lions, tigers, leopards, panthers, bears, wolves, alligators, crocodiles, apes, elephants, rhinoceroses and all forms of poisonous reptiles and other like animals.

Sec. 2.1402:  Confinement Required. 


(A)
It shall be unlawful for anyone to keep or harbor any wild animals within the city limits unless the same is kept in a cage in a safe manner and in secure quarters or cage sufficient to contain such animal at all times.


(B)
It shall be unlawful for anyone who owns, raises or keeps any wild animal to allow the same to be at large outside of its secure quarters or cage.  In the event such animal is discovered outside of the secure quarters or cage it shall be presumed that the person who owns, raises or keeps the same, willfully allowed it to roam at large outside the secure quarters or cage.

Sec. 2.1403:  Permit Required.  


(A)
It shall be unlawful for any person to keep or maintain within the city, any wild or dangerous animal, as defined above unless a special annual permit therefor is first obtained from the city council.  The permit fee shall be fifty dollars ($50.00).


(B)
The city commission shall issue a special permit for the keeping or maintenance of a dangerous or wild animal if, they find:



(1)
That the animal is at all times kept or maintained in a safe manner and that it is at all times confined securely so that the keeping of such animal will not constitute a danger to human life or the property of others.



(2)
That adequate safeguards are made to prevent unauthorized access to such animals by members of the public.



(3)
That the health or well‑being of the animal is not in any way endangered by the manner of the keeping or confinement.



(4)
That the keeping of such animal does not constitute a nuisance and will not harm the surrounding neighborhood or disturb the peace and quiet of the surrounding neighborhood.



(5)
That the keeping of such animal will not create or cause offensive odors or constitute a danger to public health.



(6)
That the quarters in which such animal is kept or confined are so constructed that they may be kept in a clean and a sanitary condition.



(7)
That the applicant for such special permit proves his ability to respond in damages to and including the amount of two hundred thousand dollars ($200,000.00) for bodily injury to or death of any person or persons or for damage to property owned by any other person which may result from the ownership, keeping or maintenance of such animal.

Sec. 2.1404:  Inspections.  

Prior to the annual renewal of any special permit issued hereunder and at least once not more than six (6) months after the issuance of any such special permit or after its renewal, the animal health/control officer shall inspect the premises subject to such special permit to determine whether the person to whom it has been issued is continuing to comply with all the conditions specified in this section.  If the officer determines during any such inspection that any of the conditions therein specified are being violated, he shall refuse to renew any such permit or he shall revoke such special permit in the event that such violation is not corrected within such period of time he shall direct.  A fee of twenty dollars ($20.00) shall be charged for each such semi‑annual inspection.

Sec. 2.1405:  Number of Dangerous Animals Limited.  

In no event shall a permit be issued for the keeping of more than two (2) dangerous animals at any single location.

Sec. 2.1406:  Exceptions.  

The provisions of this section shall not apply to the keeping of wild or dangerous animals in the following cases:


(A)
The keeping of such animals in zoos, bona fide educational or medical institutions, museums or any other place where they are kept as live specimens for the public to view, or for the purpose of instruction or study.


(B)
The keeping of such animals for exhibition to the public of such animals by a circus, carnival, or other exhibit or show.


(C)
The keeping of such animals in a bona fide licensed veterinary  hospital for treatment.

(Ordinance No. 188 of June 5, 1990)

Ordinance No. 288 PRIVATE 



AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 2, ARTICLE 2.1500, 2.1600, 2.1700, 2.1800 , 2.1900, 2.200, and 2.2100 TO THE GANADO CODE OF ORDINANCES PROHIBITING LIVESTOCK AND FOWL TO BE LOCATED IN THE CITY LIMITS OF GANADO WITHOUT A PERMIT BEING OBTAINED AND SETTING OUT THE PROCEDURES AND REQUIREMENTS FOR OBTAINING SAID PERMIT.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF GANADO, TEXAS, THAT CHAPTER 2, ARTICLE 2.1500, 2.1600, 2.1700, 2.1800, 2.1900, 2.2100 and 2.2000 OF THE GANADO CODE OF ORDINANCES BE AMENDED AS FOLLOWS, TO-WIT:

ARTICLE 2.1500 DEFINITION OF LIVESTOCK, SWINE AND FOWL
Wherein this chapter refers to livestock, it shall mean and include all animals generally known as belonging to the livestock family and including sheep, horses, cows and goats; wherein this chapter refers to swine, it shall mean all pigs and hogs belonging to the swine family; wherein this chapter refers to fowl, it shall mean chickens, ducks, turkeys, geese or other like fowl.


ARTICLE 2.1600 LIVESTOCK/FOWL PERMIT REQUIRED

It shall be unlawful for any person, firm, or association of persons to maintain, own, leave, rent, occupy or control premises within the city limits of Ganado, Texas where one or more of the livestock family are kept or one or more fowl are kept unless a permit is issued authorizing same by the City Commission as set out elsewhere in this chapter.


ARTICLE 2.1700  LIVESTOCK FOWL PERMIT APPLICATION; PROCEDURE

Any person, firm, corporation, or associate of persons who desire to keep and maintain one or more animals of the livestock family, or one or more members of the fowl family, shall make application to the City Commission providing the following information: (1) the number of animals or fowl desired to be kept; (2) the location and size of the premises, the minimum size of the premises must be equal to or greater than five (5) acres; (3) the name of the owner and adult occupants of the premises; (4) number of residences within five hundred feet (500') of any part of the premises; (5)the names of the owners and adult occupants of any residence within 200 feet of the subject premises; 

Said application shall be taken up for consideration by the City Commission at the next regular meeting of the City Commission after the filing of the said application for permit, this application to be filed with the City Secretary, with a copy to the Public Works Director and the Animal Control Officer.  The City Commission, acting upon the information furnished by applicant, the County Health Officer, the Public Works Director, the Animal Control Officer, and others, may if the City Commission is satisfied that the maintaining or keeping of said livestock and/or fowl will not constitute a public nuisance or a detriment to health, a permit may be granted to keep said livestock and/or fowl at said place set out in said application, which permit shall expire on the next January 1 from date of issuance for permit, unless sooner terminated by order of the City Commission.  If the City Commission is satisfied that the maintaining or keeping of said livestock and/or fowl, at the premises dissolved in said application, will not constitute a public nuisance or detriment to health, then the applicant shall be denied the permit.


ARTICLE 2.1800 LIVESTOCK PERMIT FEE

(1)
There shall be collected from each applicant the sum of TWENTY-FIVE DOLLARS ($25.00) for the issuance of a permit to maintain one or more livestock and/or fowl, at any one permitted location under Article 2.1700 of the Ganado Code of Ordinances.

(2)  
There shall be collected from each applicant the sum of TEN DOLLARS ($10.00) for the issuance of a temporary permit to maintain one or more livestock and/or fowl, at any one permitted location under Article 2.1900 of the Ganado Code of Ordinances.


ARTICLE 2.1900 SCHOOL/COUNTY FAIR PROJECTS - TEMPORARY PERMITS

(1)  Provided However, and notwithstanding anything to the contrary herein, a student may obtain a Student Temporary Livestock Permit or Fowl Permit authorizing said student to maintain within the city limits of the City of Ganado a livestock or fowl project which has been approved or authorized by the school administration and/or any other youth organization which sponsors entry of animal projects at the Jackson County Youth Fair.

(2)  The application for a Student Temporary Livestock or a Student Temporary Fowl Permit shall contain the following information:


(a)
the number of animals or fowl to be kept on the premises;


(b)
the location and size of the premises;


(c)
the name of the owner and adult occupants of the premises;


(d)
the number of residences within 500 feet of any part of the premises;


(e)
the name of the owners and adult occupants of any residence within 200 feet of the subject premises;


(f)
the written consent of either an adult owner or one adult occupant of each residence situated on lands that abut the subject premises and/or are located within 200 feet of the subject premises;

(3)  Said student application shall be taken up for consideration by the City Commission at the next regular meeting of the City Commission after the filing of the said student application for temporary permit, this student's application to be filed with the City Secretary, with a copy to the Public Works Director and the Animal Control Officer.  The City Commission, acting upon the information furnished by applicant, the County Health Officer, the Public Works Director, the Animal Control Officer, and others, may if the City Commission is satisfied that the maintaining or keeping of said livestock and/or fowl will not constitute a public nuisance or a detriment to health, a permit may be granted to keep said livestock and/or fowl at said place set out in said application.  Said temporary student permit will expire six (6) months from the date of issue, or on the date the animal project is completed, whichever occurs first.

If the City Commission is not satisfied that the maintaining or keeping of said livestock and/or fowl at the premises described in any application will not constitute a public nuisance or detriment to health, then the student applicant shall be denied the permit.


ARTICLE 2.2000  UNLAWFUL FOR LIVESTOCK AND 






  FOWL TO WANDER AT LARGE 
Except as authorized otherwise by the Ganado Code of Ordinance, it shall be unlawful for any person or firm to permit or allow any swine, livestock or fowl owned or possessed by him or under his control to wander in or upon or invade the premises of any other person or firm or any public property within the corporate limits of the City of Ganado.


ARTICLE 2.2100  SWINE PROHIBITED

It shall be unlawful for any person, firm, corporation or association of persons to maintain, own or control any premises within the city limits of Ganado, Texas, where any swine are kept on said premises.

Severability Clause


If any portion of this ordinance is held unconstitutional by a court of competent jurisdiction, the remaining provisions hereof shall nevertheless be valid, the same as if the portion or portions held unconstitutional had not been adopted.


All ordinances and resolutions and parts thereof heretofore adopted and in conflict herewith be and the same are hereby expressly repealed in so far as they conflict herewith.


PASSED AND EFFECTIVE on this the 8th day of February, 2005.

     Ordinance No. 288





